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more moderate section, which, however, approved
it with the alterations and modifications subsequently
introduced.

Of these the most important were the abandon-
ment of the scheme of advisory councils, upon which
the ruling chiefs could hardly be expected to serve
on terms of equality with men they would regard as
middle-class parvenus and as professional politicians,
the abandonment of the official majority in the Pro-
vincial Legislative Councils, alterations in the method
to be followed in the election of Mahomedan mem-
bers, and the appointment of a native of India to
the Executive, or Cabinet Council of India, though
this last all-important innovation cannot properly be
described as an alteration of a scheme of which it
forms no part. It is now, however, a great feature,
of the reforms, and it has naturally been hotly
debated, and has elicited equally violent condemna-
tion and approval in different quarters.

The gentleman selected to succeed Sir Erie
Richards as legal member of the Governor-General's
Council is Mr. Sinha, late Advocate-General of
Bengal, and no one has yet been found to deny his
fitness for the post from a legal and personal point
of view. Indeed, the selection is admitted to have
been the happiest possible, even by those who con-
demn the policy of making the appointment.

Whether a native of India can possibly fill with
success the post of member of the Executive Council